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peasants and larger grantees, and of the sale of large areas by auction, has been
to alienate to full private proprietorship very large areas of the State lands
contained in the colonies. There is no doubt at the same time, that the conces-
sion of the option of obtaining proprietary rights has led to a, greater sense of
security and a large measure of contentment among the colonists.

86.    The constitutional changes of the Eeforms period have not resulted
in any change of policy in the administration of these important interests.   In
the initial stages of colonization, colony land TOIB little sought after ; but the
great success of the Chenab scheme at the end of the last century,and the grow-
ing enhancement in the price of land generally, created a universal desire for
colony land, and the allotment of a colony grant is eagerly  sought   after alike
by peasants, landed gentry and civil and military pensioners.    The attention
of the political world has been attracted to the fact that the disposal of these
grants places great power in the hands of the Executive Government.   It is
natural that the Legislative Council should evince an interest, sometimes criti-
cal, in the manner in which particular grants have been allotted and should by
interpellation call attention to the claims of particular areas in the distribution
of land, but it has not sought to question the general policy of Government in
the administration of the Colony areas, save in one respect.   Eesolutions have
been tabled, but not so far debated, calling attention to the iindesirability of
reserving for auction areas so large as those contemplated in the Nili Bar Scheme,
and expressing a preference for allotting them on fixed prices to   members of
the agricultural classes.

87.    In paragraphs .18 to 20 of Section A, reference has been made to the
^^.     .                                system under which land records are maintained
dmimstm wn.                             ^^ ^ ^e agency by which land revenue is collect-

ed   and   revenue   law  administered.    That is a branch of the administration

which has been held to be of the highest importance in the Punjab ; it is   not

merely that the efficient maintenance of land records is necessary for the assess-

ment and collection of land revenue, but it will be easily understood that a re-

cord of rights maintained by State agency, readily accessible to the people, with

a cheap and effective machinery for registering division of   holdings, or the

creation of encumbrajices, or changes! in title, is of the utmost value in giving

a sense of security of title and preventing disputes over the possession of lancL

Under the law, the record carries a presumption of title until the contrary   is

proved.   It is equally necessary that in the collection of land revenue   there

should be that elasticity of suspension and remission which can only be achiev-

ed with a fuH knowledge of the conditions of the crops in each village.   The

working of this system does not perhaps attract as much public  attention as

many question relating to the administration of law and order or the like, but a

reduction  in its efficiency would have far-reaching effects on the rural popula-

tion, and the Punjab Government has always considered the supervision of the

working of the land revenue staff as one of the most important duties   of the

district officers.   The heads of the Land Revenue department have had reason

to complain of lack of attention to this sphere of work in the districts, and some

falling off of the standards previoosly attained.   It   is   clear,   however, that

this process began in the mr period, when effort was necessarily diverted large-

ly to i60TOtp*g and otbear war measures ; recovery was retarded" first by the pre-

oecupfttioTis of the non-oo-operation period and subsequently, in some at least

of the districts, by those arising from the prevalence of communal trouble.   An

effort is now being made to recover former standards  ; ar&ong other measures,

the staff of Eevenue Assistants has lately been strengthened and set   free en-

tirely from magisterial duties.   If the Eeforms period has had any influence

on the situation, it lies mainly in the fact that of late years the attention of the

District Officers is increasingly engaged in the other   activities^ referred to in

paragraph 10 of Chapt^ X, wMch are now re<x>gni2ed as of gmvri^ importance

in proiooting the welfare of tie people.

The BeFenue department has had to do considerably   more work

, in the mattear of preparation of electoral rolls mraral areas ;
, in prepaaiag material in reply   to questions to be asked in-
ihe Legislative Council and to meet Eesolations ;